	Introduction

· Introduce your topic 

· Grab your audience (hook)

· Provide general background information 

          (specific details come later)

· State your business – Where do you stand on the issue?  

          (thesis should be evident, strong and clear)

· Transition to next paragraph



	Support Paragraph A

· Write a topic sentence  

(all sentence in this paragraph support this sentence)

· Supporting detail #1

(use specific examples, textual support, specific arguments) 

· Supporting detail #2

(two clear, relevant ideas are better than a bunch of fuzzy notions)

· Transition to next paragraph

	Support Paragraph B

· Write a topic sentence  

· Supporting detail #1

· Supporting detail #2

· Transition to next paragraph
Note: You may continue to add supporting paragraphs if the paper requires them.

	               Wrap It Up!
· Begin the end

· Clearly re-state your stance

(the audience now understands your position)

· Speak to the audience with authority (Big Bangs)

· Think beyond the essay
(leave your audience with an idea to contemplate)


Organize Your Writing – Have a Plan
