· Setting:  the time and location in which a story takes place is called the setting.  Setting may include place, time, weather, mood, or atmosphere.
· Plot is the sequence of events in a story or play.  The plot generally has five stages:
· Introduction—who, what, when, where and why?
· rising action—stuff starts to happen
· climax—the turning point of the story
· falling action—dealing with the result of the climax
· denouement (resolution)—wrapping up of things, although not always neatly
· Conflict is the opposition of forces which ties one incident to another and makes the plot move. There are two types of conflict:  external and internal.  Within the two types on conflict, there are five kinds:

· Man vs. Man (physical)
· people who have issues with other people
· not always an actual fight
· Man vs. Circumstances 
· Characters deal with “stuff” outside of their control
· Injuries/illness/death/loss of job…

· Man vs. Society
· where someone’s values are in conflict with those of society
· Man vs. Self
· characters deal with their own personal issues
· Man vs. Nature
· weather, animals, natural events 
· Character may refer to either a person in a work of fiction, or the characteristics of that person. 
· The protagonist is the main character in the story.
· The antagonist is the character or force that opposes the protagonist.
· Authors reveal information and provide insight into individual characters in several ways:
· his/her physical appearance
· what he/she says, thinks, feels and dreams 
· what he/she does or does not do 
· what others say about him/her
· how others react to him/her 
· Characters may be 
· Dynamic-- a character who changes, for better or worse, by the end of the story. 
· Static—a stereotype, or a character who has one or two characteristics that never change and are emphasized 
· Point of View answers the questions “Who is telling the story?” and “How much do they know?”
· First Person POV
· The narrator is a character in the story and things are shown through their eyes.
· Readers have access to the narrator’s thoughts and feelings. 
· Third Person POV 
· Third person:  the narrator is not a character in the story, but they have varying levels of access to characters’ thoughts and actions.
· Omniscient (“all knowing”):  the narrator knows all thoughts and actions of all characters
· Limited:  the narrator knows all thoughts and actions of some characters
· Objective: the narrator reports on the actions of characters but does not have access to their thoughts or feelings

· The theme is basically the “moral” of the  story.  It’s the lesson that the reader learns.
· The theme should be something that goes beyond the story/play/novel to life in general.
